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Project Summary
This is similar to a paper’s abstract, except everything will be in future tense, since you are just proposing it and have not started work. Begin with a few sentences of introduction, lead into your specific objective or question, give a few sentences about methods, and finish up with a few sentences highlighting the potential merit of the study. 350 words or less.
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1.0 Introduction




A rough suggested outline for your introduction is as follows (THESE SHOULD BE WRITTEN INTO A COHESIVE SECTION - DO NOT NEED SEPARATE SUB-HEADINGS):

Broad literature review*: A review of the relevant scientific literature about your research topic on a large-scale (i.e., regional, national, global, temporal, etc.)

Project framing* (focused literature review): A review of the relevant scientific literature that pertains to your project scope and methodology. 

*The literature review will be the most robust part of your introduction. The length of your literature review is dependent on your project and committee’s expectations - word count and page count will vary. Include at least eight relevant, peer-reviewed scientific sources.
Problem statement/question (hypothesis)/objectives: minimum 2-paragraph description of the problem identified and how you will address it through your final project. May be helpful to structure problem statement as: this fact AND this fact BUT this problem, THEREFORE, this project will… At the end, include your hypothesis and expected project outcomes.
Project significance and importance: provide reasoning for the need for this research project and the associated implications of the findings. Consider including detailed descriptions of key stakeholders and their needs.
2.0 Materials & Methods 
Do not use subheadings if only including one activity.


This section should include your materials and tools to conduct the research. Methodology should detail all steps involved in your preparation, data collection, and analysis*. You may consider separating different parts of the methodology into focused “Activities” subheadings.
*Note: Planned analyses must be as thorough as possible.  Please include experimental design, power analyses, planned statistical tests, technological tools, and software packages you intend to use. It is also highly recommended to include a detailed map of your study area (try to create your own in GIS or Google earth) indicating important topographical features to the project.
2.1 Activity 1 


2.2 Activity 2 (repeat as necessary)


2.3 Task Schedule and Deliverables
This is usually a short paragraph or table with dates associated with tasks. How will all this planning, knowledge, and background shape your deliverables and end products? You can consider specific metrics for implementation and success. Include a task schedule and timeline for deliverables (including a Gantt chart or project timeline). You may want to develop a logic model or a Theory of Change model for your project. This should happen before the work itself and can be a vital part of your planning process. For a helpful walkthrough of logic models and how to create one, please see this webpage.
3.0
Limitations and Delimitations
Brainstorm possible problems you will encounter and how you plan to deal with them. What is your Plan B, Plan C, etc.?
4.0 Plans for Dissemination
This should be simple since you will all be giving a final presentation here at Rosenstiel and/or at your internship organization, which may be delivered to various audiences. However, your specific project may have other deliverables like written and online publications, conference presentations, etc., which you should also include here.
5.0 References
It is most important that you stay consistent in your formatting. APA style formatting is recommended; however, you may also use other options, such as MLA, Chicago, etc. For citation assistance, this website is highly recommended.
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